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that our cause was good, and that the determination ought to have been in your favour.    Poor Hastiel, I think, had but his deserts.
' You promised to get me a little Pindar, you may add to it a little Anacreon.
'The leisure which I cannot enjoy, it will be a pleasiire to hear that you employ upon the antiquities of the feudal establishment. The whole system of ancient tenures is gradually passing away; and I wish to have the knowledge of it preserved adequate and complete. For such an institution makes a very important part of the history of mankind. Do not forget a design so worthy of a scholar who studies the laws of his country, and of a gentleman who may naturally be curious to know the condition of his own ancestors. 'I am, dear Sir,
' Yours with great affection,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' •Aug. 31,1772V
'MY DEAR SIR, *          *
'To DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Dec. 25,1772.
#          #           *          *          *
' I was much disappointed that you did not come to Scotland last autumn.    However, I must own that your letter prevents me
1 See ante, ii. 166, 210.
9 On the same day he wrote to Dr. Taylor:—'Your uneasiness at the misfortunes of your relations, I comprehend perhaps too well. It was an irresistible obtrusion of a disagreeable image, which you always wished away, but could not dismiss, an incessant persecution of a troublesome thought, neither to be pacified nor ejected. Such has of late been the state of my own mind. I had formerly great command of my attention, and what I did not like could forbear to think on. But of this power, which is of the highest importance to the tranquillity of life, I have been so much exhausted, that I do not go into a com-. pany towards night, in which 1 foresee anything disagreeable, nor enquire after anything to which I am not indifferent, lest something, which I know to be nothing, should fasten upon my imagination, and hinder me from sleep.' Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 383. On Oct. 6 he wrote to Dr. Taylor:—' I am now within a few hours of being able to send the whole Dictionary to the press \ante, ii. 178], and though I often went sluggishly to the work, I am not much delighted at the co[mpletion]. My purpose is to come down to Lichfield next week.' Ib. p. 422. He stayed some weeks there and in Ashbourne. Pz'ozst Letters, i. 55-70.
fromzi's Anec.. p. 179. See Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. i, 1773.
